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SENATOR WARNER: In effect, what the committee amendment says,
it increases the c ategory of ag riculture recommendation by
approximately $2 million, of w hich included within that
$2 million woul d be a mi llion an d a half for Valmont,
approximately, and approximately 500,000 for Hastings Pork.

SENATOR NOOREr I just wanted the body to re alize once a gain
what we were talking about here in the committee amendments.

S PEAKER BARRETT: Sena t o r No o r e , ex cu s e m e . ( Gavel . ) Pr ocee d ,
S enato r N o o r e .

SENATOR NOORE: What we are talking about here in the c ommittee
amendments is the money for both the Valmont Corporation and the
Hastings Pork ou t at Hast ings. I guess I rise, as I did in
committee, to oppose these committee amendments because I think
we are...you know, even though, in my own mind, I have had a
problem with all this extra Exxon overcharge money, and it seems
like we can use the money for very few things th at we could
actually...may make it worthwhile, I don't think we are setting
a right precedent when we are giving th e Valmont C orporation
$1.5 m i l l i on . I s i mp l y cann o t si gn o f f on t h at . I me an , t al k
about economic development, I guess this is a b out as good an
economic development as you can do when you write somebody a
check for $1.5 million to do something and I guess there is some
credence to what I am saying, besides the fact that I have a
p roble m wi t h g i v i ng Va l m o n t money, you know, i f y o u l o ok b ac k ,
do you remember hack to December, when there was a grant review
advisory committee to score th ese programs, all the 104 some
p rograms t ha t s u b mi t t e d a p p l i c a t i o n s , where did Va lmont r ank?
They ranked something like 91st, 91st on that scoring facili ty .
A nd I will tell you who was on, there was five, six pe ople o n
the committee t hat scored these pro 1ects. There was Linda
Cabala out at Chappell, Nebraska. There was Phillip Lambert out
of the Division of Energy in the Department of Natural Resources
down in Nissouri; Robert Robertson, an economist in Denver; Gary
Targoff in our own Department of Economic Development; Allison
Neyer at the E nergy Office; and Beth Spaugh with the Energy
Office. These people, the way I understand it, went th rough,
evaluated these programs, and Valmont, the Valm ont project
ranked 92nd or 91st out of 104. There was like 60 proj ects
above Valmont in the scoring process that received no funding,
no funding at all. The se projects that we re n't f un ded that
scored highe r than Valmont total up to something li ke
$ 19 mi l l i on , $ 19 m i l l i on i n p r o j ec t s we r e a he a d o f Val mo nt i n
the scoring process. Besides that, there is another $2 million
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